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~uniting as His family 
~worshiping Him with our liv es 
~growing in Christ-l ike character 
~and serving others in lov e. 

GV BC M I SSI O N  
ST A T EM ENT  

Helping people discov er Jesus 
and become His fully devoted 
followers. 
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SPIRIT 

“For we are the temple of the living God.” — 2 Corinthians 6: 16b  

Dear Family: 

 The magazine Christianity Today featured an article 
about health last month. It seems many churches are looking 
at the issue of  the health of  its members. Churches have 
always taken action to pray for the healing of  the sick; we 
have built hospitals; we serve the sick by ministering to them. 
Christians have also dealt with illness f rom a standpoint of 
addictions and how we can break the chains that hold us. 

 This article was about the physical weight of believers and what they 
eat. It included a health study that looked at groups of people who weighed the 
most. The results of  this study, which divided people by religion, found 
Evangelical Christians were the heaviest group and our brothers and sisters in 
the South were the heaviest of  them all! 

 Is it too many potlucks?  Is it because fellowship means food and to 
provide “hospitality” means to eat?  So we eat, don’t exercise and become 
unhealthy? 

 The article reported, as these churches started studying God’s Word, it 
became evident that Christians need to be concerned about the well-being of  
their bodies. The reason:  we are the Temple of  God. God’s presence is 
manifested through us. The Holy Spirit resides in us and we are God’s 
representatives to humanity. When we are incapacitated because of  illness 
brought on by our weight or diet, we are not able to carry out God’s will. 

 God calls us to be Holy because we represent Him. We can limit our 
def inition of “be Holy” to only mean to stop sinning and be devoted to God. But I 
believe it is a bigger issue and also includes our “temples” which carry God’s 
Spirit. 

 I am praying about some type of program to help us. It would have to do 
with diet and exercise. It would bring together all of us as the community of God 
to keep His Temple healthy and able to do His will.  

 Please pray with me as we ponder together the issue of  our health. 

His child, 
Pastor Steve  
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RENEWAL THROUGH HIM 
PROFILE OF DIANE UJIIYE 

BY KATHY AISO 

“God uses testing in our lives 
To rid us of impurity 

And teach us that our strength’s in 
Him 

And not in self-sufficiency.” 
— Sper 

Diane Ujiiye is an advocate for Asian Pacif ic 
Islanders, serving as Prevention Director for the 
Asian American Drug Abuse Program, Inc. (1984-
2005) in the Crenshaw District of Los Angeles, 
followed by serving as the Executive Director of the 
Asian Pacif ic Islanders California Action Network 
(f rom 2005 to today). 

Diane has accrued professional and civic 
experiences which include state government as well 
as numerous awards and recognition f rom both city 
and state. 

Juggling the demands 
of her work 

As her parents got older, she juggled the demands 
of  her work while looking in on her parents and 
raising her son, Shea, in a single-adult household. 
As an only child, Diane was self -assured as she met 
the needs of her parents in addition to Shea. 

During 2004-2009, however, God placed Diane in 
circumstances where she realized her self  suff iciency 
wasn’t enough. As her parents’ health declined (they 
eventually passed away: her mother in 2008 followed by her father in 2009), 
Diane took on the role of her parents’ health advocate, making their 
appointments and driving them to and f rom the doctors, whom she also 
consulted with. With her parents living in different cities across town, it was a big 
undertaking. 

“I put a lot of  pressure on myself to be everything to everybody,” Diane candidly 
shared. She is grateful for her Aunt Kaz and Uncle Shige for helping support the 
care of her mom and to her father’s second wife, Kathy. 

Lord give me strength 

Diane became exhausted. Throughout this period of  time, she cried out in 
prayer, “Lord give me strength.” 

In the past, Diane had been attending GVBC regularly with Shea, however, she 
was going mostly for him — not for herself . For the f irst time in her sporadic 
journey of faith, Diane decided to step down and make God the Lord of her life. 
It was a gradual process. She experienced f reedom, peace, and strength as she 
began putting God f irst. 

Diane speaking to 

Rev. Jim Wallis, founder of 

Sojourners. 

AAPI Biblical Values and 

Social Justice Conference.  

To her left is Vaka Faletau, 

Pacific Islander community 

leade. 
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Serious about her commitment to God 

Diane became more serious about reading and studying the Bible, praying, and 
committing to ministry. She began serving as a “40 Days of Community” small-group 
facilitator and later as a Sunday morning greeter (with her son) and coordinator. 

Today, she serves on the Neighborhood Outreach Committee and as a women’s 
group co-facilitator for a Friday-night Bible study with Violet Dresser. She is also an 
active member of  Asian Americans Pacif ic Islanders – Christian Social Justice, where 
she is able to discuss, ref lect, pray, and sometimes take action on social justice 
issues. 

Diane’s former feelings of anger toward social injustice, racial discrimination, sexism, 
racism, and violence continue to be tempered by God’s perfect mercy, grace, and 
love, which has given her a new outlook on life. She now has an eternal perspective. 

Diane accepted Christ at age 12 

A native of  Los Angeles, Diane grew up in Echo Park which is adjacent to Silverlake 
and Chinatown. As a Girl Scout through Union Church (UC) in L.A., she began 
attending Sunday school f rom age eight. At age 12, she accepted Christ through one 
of  the junior high youth leaders at a youth group meeting and continued at UC 
throughout high school. 

Background of working with struggling people 

In her senior year of high school, Diane began volunteering for the Little Tokyo 
People’s Rights Organization. This eventually led her to volunteer for the Asian 
American Drug Abuse Program where, in her 20’s, she was hired. Her background 
includes working with a wide array of  people struggling with various addictions, gang 
involvement, HIV/AIDS, domestic violence, and other socio-economic challenges. 

Most profound blessing from God 

The most profound blessing in her life is her son, Shea, 
who Diane describes as, “Shea is thoughtful, creative, 
analytical, funny, bright, idealistic, and a non-conformist.” 
Diane is grateful to the youth leaders and f riends who 
have cared for and supported Shea through f riendship and 
fellowship. 

Be anxious for nothing 

One of  Diane’s favorite Bible passages is Phil. 4:6-7: 

“Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication with 

thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, 
which surpasses all comprehension shall guard your hearts and your minds in 

Christ Jesus.” 

As Diane submits to the Lord, she experiences the joy of being renewed daily 
by Him. 

Diane dedicates this article to Trayvon Martin and the Martin family, as well as to 
Vincent Chin, Joseph Ileto, and thousands of others like them. 

(Diane Ujiiye Profile Continued from page 2) 

Diane with son, Shea (on left), 

and nephew, Daniel Ueda. 

RENEWAL THROUGH HIM 
PROFILE OF DIANE UJIIYE CONTINUED 
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KEIRO GENKI 
CAREGIVERS CONFERENCE SUMMARY 

BY CINDY MATSUDA, EVANGELISM MINISTRY 

GVBC sponsored the Keiro Genki (which means healthy 
in Japanese) Caregivers Conference on Saturday, June 
8 at GVBC. 

This year's conference was titled "Dignity of  the 
Caregiver: The Caregiver's Voice." The keynote 
speaker, Frances Kakugawa [pictured at top lef t] brought 
inspiration and ref reshment to our souls. 

Pastors Annette Kakimoto and Steve Langley, along 
with Cindy Matsuda, Evangelism Ministry leader, were 
graced with the opportunity to work with Keiro's Institute 
of  Healthy Aging Director, Kanako Kusano on planning 
this year's conference. 

There were 299 people who attended. Included in this 
number were more than 80 GVBCers, serving as 
volunteers. Conferees really felt welcomed and were so 
thankful we provided our campus for the conference in 
the South Bay area. 

Our guests were treated to f ree health screenings; 
consultations with a pharmacist, attorney or DPT; a 
yummy Obento lunch, and an exhibit fair. It was an 
amazing day for all of us and many people reported they 
would be able to apply what they learned to their 
everyday lives. 

Last but not least, I want to express my deepest thanks 
to all who helped at the conference. Through your part in 
serving, we were able to demonstrate God's love to all 
the people who came. It was an amazing honor to serve 
alongside you, my church family. 

Frank Kuwata and Shirley Aoto help prepare 
the snacks & lunches 

Jeanne Kato on dishwashing duty. 

Jerry Sunada (far right) checks out 
the displays in the Courtyard. 

Shig Hirano and Lily Shimizu help with 
registration with Juliet Schurr in the 
background. 
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FAMILY NEWS 

OUR MISSION FIELD 

Ken & Diane Kudo, Overseas Crusades, Sao Paulo, Brazil 

There were almost 2,000 in attendance at the 50th anniversary celebration of 

Overseas Crusades' (OC) founding in Brazil. The current f ield director, 

Oswaldo, recognized missionaries, including the Kudos who were 
instrumental in the early days of OC in Brazil. In addition to Ken and Diane, 

the following were recognized:  Paul Landrey, the f ield director of Brazil, who 

recruited Ken & Diane for Brazil; Jim & Judy Kemp who led and still leads 

conferences on Christ-centered family ministry and Vencedores por Cristo 

(Victors for Christ) which trains Brazilian youth to evangelize to their peers by singing and sharing the 

Gospel in schools; Bill (& Laurie) Keyes, the f ield director when the Kudos arrived in Brazil; and Greg (& 

Denyse) Gripentrog, the president of OC. In his letter, Ken also mentioned two outstanding Brazilian 
pastors, Edson and Paulo. Edson was the keynote speaker at the conference. Edson personally 

thanked Ken for investing in him and his ministry 30 years ago. "Thanks for continuously praying for us, 

investing in us, and encouraging us in our ministry here," writes Ken. 

Our prayers and condolences go out to 
� Tom & Janice Mayeda Jones and family in the passing of Tom’s mother who passed away on 

Sunday, July 21. 
� David & Edna Uratsu and family in the recent passing of Edna’s mother, Shizuko Kurashima. A 

graveside service will be held at Green Hills Mortuary on Saturday, August 24. 
� Silvio & Jessie Carrara and family in the sudden passing of Silvio’s son, Peter Carrara, who passed 

away on Monday, July 29. Funeral services will be held on Tuesday, August 13 at 10:00 a.m. at     
St. James Catholic Church, 415 Vincent St., Redondo Beach. 

 
 
 
Wedding Announcement 

֠ Congratulations to William “Willy” & Kristine [Nakama] Sato who were 
married at GVBC on Saturday, August 3. Pastor Tom Demorest f rom 
Citylights Church officiated. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Letters from our church family 
�  Paul & Soonie Murakawa wanted to thank everyone for their prayers!  They wanted to thank Pastor 

Steve for visiting Soonie while she was in the hospital, and also wanted to thank GVBC for the 
beautiful f lowers. 

� Dear Friends, on behalf  of the City of  Gardena, we would like to extend our sincere thanks for your 

May monetary donation of $500 [f rom our LOVE Fund] to our Emergency Food Pantry. Thank you 
for caring about others in your community. For over 34 years we have been able to extend a helping 
hand to less-fortunate families and individuals in our Gardena community. Together we can continue 
in our mission to try to keep up with the increasing needs of struggling families and individuals in our 
community during these tough economic times. Sincerely, James Kimmons, Recreation Supervisor; 
by Susie Santana, Recreation Coordinator 
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CONTACT: office (310) 323-5683. 
EMAIL: gvbc@gvbc.net [put your event 
in the subject line]. You can also contact 
event leaders directly. 

WEBSITE: www.gvbc.net 
� Basic Christianity Class 

• Sundays through October 20, 8:45 a.m., room 113. 
• Starts Sunday, Nov. 3 for 30 weeks at 10:45 a.m., 

upstairs in room 218. 
Both classes taught by Pastor Ron Matsuda. No 
sign up need. For information contact the office. 

� NO Youth Meetings (middle & high school) 
No meetings on Friday August 9. The Post Camp 
Rally will be held on Friday, August 16. 

� GVBC Bilingual Saturday Services 

Saturday, August 10, 7:00 — 9:00 p.m. Every 
second Saturday of  the month. Speaker is Rev.  
Sho Ichikawa. Refreshments served in Room 201 
af ter the service. Everyone welcome. Contact 
Pastor Osato, ext. 676, eiji@gvbc.net. 

� Freed-up Financial Planning 

For career, single, young-adult women. Pre-session 
on Sunday, August 11, 10:45 a.m. — noon. Af ter 
that, on the Thursdays of August 15, 22, 29, 
September 5, 12, and 19 f rom 7:00 — 9:00 p.m. 
Meet in room 218. Workbook cost $15. Register via 
email to Annette@gvbc.net or call the office. Led by 
Silvio Carrara, Janice Mayeda, Hermann Schurr, 
and Pastor Annette Kakimoto. 

� Beachcombers Friendship Night 
Monday, August 19, 5:00 to 8:00 p.m., Community 
Hall (set up Sunday afternoon, August 18). Come and 
join the fun. Here’s what you’ll see: 
⇒ Music, singing, and hula groups. 
⇒ Games and craf ts for kids. 

⇒ FOOD!  Chili rice will be served. 
⇒ DESSERT!  Novelty ice cream. 
⇒ Hobby exhibits. 
� Blue Ribbon Chili Cook Off Contest. DEADLINE 

to register for the Chili Cook Off is August 15. 
Let Vera Cheng know the name of your special 
chili dish and your name. Cook Off entry forms 
available in the Narthex counter. Please fill out 
your Cook Off entry form and give it to either 
the Guest Center on Sunday mornings or to 
Vera Cheng or drop it into Cindy Matsuda’s mail 
box in the office. Please bring your pot of Chili 
on Monday, August 19 no later than 3:15 P.M. 
to the church kitchen. 

Volunteers needed to help with this event. Come 
to our Volunteer Orientation on Sunday, August 11 
f rom 1:00 — 3:00 p.m. in room 218. If  you have 
questions about the Cook Off contest, contact Vera at: 
vcheng@elcamino.edu. Contact Cindy Matsuda if 
you want a hobby display table at: cindy@gvbc.net 
or via the church off ice. Be sure to invite those 
you've been praying for and trying to reach for 
Christ. 

� Elementary & Middle School Farewells 

Friday, August 23 (5th graders move to Middle 
School and 8th graders move to Senior High). 

� Promotion Sunday August 25 (everybody except 
high school seniors). 

� Classes offered at GVBC 

Sunday, August 25, 12:30 p.m. 
• Class 101 – Membership and Baptism. For high 

school age and up. For those seeking information 
about GVBC and who would like to become a 
member and/or be baptized. 

• Class 301 Part 1 & 2 (Part 2 continues Sunday, 
September 1) — Discovering Ministry. Learn about 
your unique spiritual gif ts, your S.H.A.P.E. (Spiritual 
Gif ts, Heart, Abilities, Personality, Experience) and 
take the next step in the ministry exploration process.  

• Class 401 – Redef ining My Life’s Mission. Teaches 
you how to redef ine your life’s mission and how you 
can live as a witness to Christ. 
A light lunch is provided before each class. Register 
by checking off  the appropriate box on the back of  
your Connection form or contact Jan Magnani, ext. 0 
or e-mail her at: gvbc@gvbc.net [Class number in the 
subject line]. 

SEPTEMBER 
� Perspectives on the World Christian Movement 

Monday, Sept. 16, 2013 to January 13, 2014, 6:30 — 
9:30 p.m., Rooms 218 & 220, 16 sessions. This is a 
dynamic course where you can discover what God is 
doing around the world and consider your part in His 
purposes. This class will help you understand how 
you can use your skills and passions to glorify God in 
all the earth. For info and to register visit 
www.perspectives.org (search for “class in Gardena, 
CA.”). Flyers available in the Narthex. Contact 
Tommy Park thomas.y.park@gmail.com. 

� Keep Gardena Beautiful Saturday September 21, 

8:30 a.m. — noon. Volunteers will gather to clean up 
our city park, right-of -way, and neighborhoods — 
plant f lowers, paint, do minor f ix-ups. A lunch will 
follow at Mas Fukai Park. DEADLINE to sign up: 
Sunday, August 25. 

� JEMS Ladies Luncheon Saturday, September 28, 

8:00 a.m. — 1:30 p.m., Wintersburg Presbyterian 
Church, Santa Ana. Brochures in the Narthex. 

� Fall Quarter Community Groups Start Sunday, 

Sept. 29 to Nov. 17. 
UPCOMING EVENTS 

� M.O.M. (Mexico Outreach Short-term Missions) 

♦ October 5, Saturday one-day trip to Tijuana 

♦ Dec 20-22 three-day trip to San Telmo  

City of Gardena Food Pantry Collection 

During the month of  August, we are 
collecting non-perishable donations for the 
City of  Gardena Food Pantry. Place your 
items in the brown box in the Narthex. 

NOTE: Please check expiration dates! 

A f lyer with a suggestion list of items to 
donate is on the Narthex counter. We are 
also accepting checks/cash for the pantry. 
[Make checks payable to GVBC with “food 
pantry” in the memo line]. Thank you for donating. 
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S
p
iri
t Issue 16 will be uploaded to the website on Wednesday, August 21. Hard copies will 

then be available in the Narthex and Community Hall. All articles should be 
submitted by Sunday, August 18. 

The Spirit is copyrighted © 2013 and a publication of Gardena Valley Baptist Church, 1630 W. 158th Street, Gardena, CA., 90247, 
(310)323-5683, FAX: (310)768-2783, Email: gvbc@gvbc.net, Website: www.gvbc.net, Senior Pastor: Steve Langley (310)323-
5683, ext. 0, Editor: Susan J. Shelley, ext. 673, susie@gvbc.net. Office hours: 9:00am—5:00pm. The Spirit is published twice a 
month to keep members and friends informed of programs of the church and to report news about GVBC and its people. 
Announcements, praise, prayer requests, and letters are welcomed. Articles are subject to editing and/or postponement. 

 

Online Giving Services Available 
Online services are available through our 
website at www.gvbc.net, “Give.” 

We are still looking for any “old time” photos of GVBC for our 
100th Anniversary. Also, if  you were married at GVBC, we’d 
like to have a copy of your wedding photo. You can bring 
these pictures by the church, we’ll scan them, then return 
them to you. Or, you can email copies to us at: 
gvbc@gvbc.net [Subject: 100th Photo]. 

 

 

NOTE: The Special Business Meeting 

scheduled on Sunday, August 11 has 

been cancelled. 



┌         ┐ 

Gardena Valley Baptist Church 
1630 W. 158th Street 
Gardena, CA  90247-3712 

Phone: (310) 323-5683 

Web: www.gvbc.net 

E-mail: gvbc@gvbc.net 

Twitter: http://twitter.com/gvbc 

 

 

Steve Langley , Senior Pastor, ex t. 0 

Daniel Matsuda, Associate Pastor  — Youth, ex t. 681 

Eiji Osato , Associate Pastor  — Nichigo , ext. 676 

James Chang , Assis tan t Pasto r — Neighbo rhood, ex t. 682 

Annette Kakimo to, Assis tant Pastor  —  

Leadership Developmen t, ex t. 680 

Chri s Koga, Assistant Pastor—College, ex t. 685 (pt)   

Layne Wakuta, Pasto ral In tern  — Middle School,ex t.684  

Susan Wakuta — Elementary  Children ’s Di rector, ex t. 689 

J.J . Frey, Worship  Coordinato r (pt)  

Wendy Nakano, Offi ce Manager , ext. 672 

Peggy Kushigemachi, Financial Assis tan t, ext. 675  

Jan  Magnani, Secretary, ex t. 671 

Rei  Abe, Nichigo  Secretary , ex t. 677 (pt)  

Aubrey  Matsunami, Chris tian Educ. Secretary , ext. 678 (pt)  

Susie Shelley, Newsletter Editor , ext. 673 (pt)  

Kevin Hatashi ta, Main tenance Asst. ( pt)  

Socorro  “Coco” Kagawa, Maintenance Ass t. (pt)  

Kevin Maeda, Main tenance Ass t. (pt)  

Gerald  Mayewaki, Main tenance-AV Asst. (pt)  

Andrew Sunada, Maintenance Ass t. (pt)  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

�Morning Worship @ 8:45 a.m. & 10:45 a.m. 

�Nichigo  Japanese-speaking Service@10:45am Sanctuary  
 

Sunday, August 11 
Pastor Steve Langley & GVBC Missionary Ken Kudo 

f rom Overseas Crusade, Sao Paulo, Brazil 
 

Sunday, August 18 

Pastor Daniel Matsuda ~ Youth Sunday 
 

Sunday, August 25 

Pastor Steve Langley 
 

Sunday, September 1 
Mission Sunday 

 
 
 

English-speaking children’s Sunday school runs 
concurrent with the Worship Services. Nichigo children’s 
Sunday school 9:30 a.m., Room 206. 

It may be hard for an egg to turn into a 
bird: it would be a jolly sight harder for it 
to learn to f ly while remaining an egg. 

We are like eggs at present. And you 
cannot go on indef initely being just an 
ordinary, decent egg. 

We must be hatched or go bad. 

C. S. Lewis 


